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Attention Landlords!

Properties to let? Properties you want managed?

If you have a property you need assistance with in any of the boroughs of South East London (Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich, Lewisham, Southwark) then look no further. We have a number of schemes across South East London which will assist you to let and manage your property – including lists of people seeking private sector accommodation.

This will explain how we can help you. We will explain in a straightforward no nonsense way what the schemes mean.
Do you have a property to let that you don’t want to manage
Boroughs can help through the private sector leasing scheme. This is a scheme where a borough or a housing association leases a privately owned property for a fixed term. The borough then usually uses the property as temporary accommodation for homeless households. The council is responsible for all property management issues, including all contact with the occupants for the duration of the lease. The property will be returned to you with vacant possession.
Advantages 
· a guaranteed rent

· no management fee

· monthly rent payments

· guaranteed vacant possession at the end of the lease

Boroughs running the scheme will accept part or fully furnished properties of any size and lease periods vary from 3 to 5 years whether occupied or not.  

Do you have a property to let that you still want to manage?

All of the SE London boroughs run what they call Direct Lettings for landlords who have properties in their boroughs. The schemes are suitable for landlords not wishing to be tied into a lease for three or more years. The schemes can be known as Rent Deposit Schemes, Rent Incentive Schemes, Rent Guarantee Schemes, Bond Deposit Schemes, Finders Fee Schemes
Advantages 
· a free tenant introduction service

· tenancy documentation drafted and completed free of charge

· free advice on managing and sustaining the tenancy

· fast tracking of Housing Benefit claims

· option to extend the agreement at the end of the fixed period
· some schemes may offer a financial incentive such as rent in advance or guaranteed bond

· all schemes offer support for the tenant with benefit applications

What are the new Local Housing Allowance rules and how will they affect you?
Local Housing Allowance (LHA) is a new way of working out claims for Housing Benefit (HB) for tenants renting accommodation from a private landlord. It applies to private sector tenants who make a new claim for benefit. The website: https://lha-direct.therentservice.gov.uk/Secure/Default.aspx provides more information about this. 
The London Landlord Accreditation Scheme
Accreditation with the London Landlord Accreditation Scheme provides landlords with the benefits of information and training about the complex issues of running a successful business.  Accreditation is recognised and encouraged by the SE London boroughs.  For further information please see www.londonlandlords.org 
Decent Homes Standards
We are looking for properties for any of our schemes to meet the following standards: 
· Reasonable standard of thermal comfort e.g. adequate heating and insulation
· Reasonably modern facilities (kitchens and bathrooms under 30 years olds)

· Free from hazards including damp and mould

· Free from structural problems

In some circumstances boroughs can provide landlords with loans or grants to bring properties up to Decent Homes standards. 
Who to contact if you have properties?
If you have properties across SE London then please contact any of the boroughs. There is a protocol in place between the boroughs about certain procedures and depending on the circumstances and property locations you might be referred to a neighbouring SE London borough. This page provides you with the contact details of the lead officers for private sector landlords in each of the boroughs. The officers will explain the various schemes on offer as well as any financial incentives that might be available. This depends on location and size of property and what type of scheme might be more suitable for you.

Bexley

Jo Songer
Jo.songer@bexley.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8294 6530
------------------------------------------------------
Bromley

Christine Little

Christine.little@bromley.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8313 4070

------------------------------------------------------
Greenwich

Teresa Noone
HACTRAC@greenwich.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8921 2616
------------------------------------------------------
Lewisham

Pauline Jones
Pauline.jones@lewisham.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8314 7451
------------------------------------------------------
Southwark

Prudence Elliott
Prudence.elliott@southwark.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7525 0743
