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Homes Out of London Underoccupation Scheme
Folkestone, Kent
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Situated at the foot of the North Downs, on the English Channel by the White Cliffs of Dover is the principal town of the Shepway District, Folkestone, with a population of approximately 45,000.  Folkestone lies eight miles west of Dover, fifteen miles east of Ashford, with Canterbury approximately 20 miles away to the north. France, a mere 24 miles away, is also visible across the Straits of Dover. Folkestone is served by three railway stations; recently Folkestone West Railway Station has begun operating high speed rail services to improve commuter links to London via Ashford & Ebbsfleet.
 The Channel Tunnel is located nearby providing easy access to Europe; the town is located at the eastern end of the M20 which provides fast access to Ashford, Maidstone & London. Folkestone also marks the eastern end of the South Coast Trunk Road with links to Hastings & Eastbourne. 
A portion of the town overlooks the English Channel; this area known as the Leas is particularly attractive and is home to the acclaimed Lower Lease Coastal Park, a key leisure and recreational facility for the town. 
The town centre is within walking distance from both the train station and the beach. The coastal location of the town make it a focus for tourists, there are narrow picturesque streets that link the harbour with the main shopping area. 
There are proposals to regenerate the town centre of Folkestone with a new shopping centre having recently opened and further plans to redevelop the sea front and harbour areas for residential, commercial and leisure uses to incorporate a seafront promenade. Plans will also focus on the establishment of a Creative Quarter in the historic Old Town. By 2012 it is planned that 750 jobs in the creative industries will have been developed and sustained as a result of the Creative Quarter.
Folkestone has in excess of ten Primary Schools and five Secondary Schools close by, two of which are Grammar schools with Sixth forms boasting excellent academic results. More recently saw the opening of the University Centre, specialising in Performing Arts.
The area offers many Doctors surgeries, Dentist practices and Chemists. There are five NHS Clinics in Folkestone as well as a Hospital. Three major supermarkets serve Folkestone, namely Morrison’s, Sainsbury’s & Asda.
Folkestone can offer a host of recreational facilities such as cricket, football, bowling, golf, tennis, skiing and various water sports. There are four gyms in Folkestone, one with a swimming pool. The nearest Leisure Centre can be found in Dover, approximately 7 miles away. Folkestone is also home to Kent’s only racecourse, as well as the tranquil Kingsnorth Gardens situated in the heart of the town.
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