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Defining Vulnerable Households
A strategic objective of the South East London Housing Partnership Housing Strategy 2010 is to improve housing in the private sector and to ensure housing occupied by vulnerable people is of a decent standard.

The partnership in association with the boroughs of Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich, Lewisham and Southwark is actively addressing non decency in homes through the delivery of four key programmes; the loan fund, safer homes, handyperson plus and Coldbusters programmes.  The programmes are targeted at vulnerable households and are tailored to improve the housing conditions of this target group.
A vulnerable household is defined as a household with children, or containing older people beyond working age, or containing someone with a long-term illness or a person with a disability, and which is in receipt of one or more of the following income-related or disability benefits:
· income support,
· pension credit,
· housing benefit,
· council tax benefit,
· income based job seekers allowance,
· attendance allowance,
· disability living allowance,
· industrial injuries disablement benefit,
· war disablement pension,
· child tax credit (+ income below the income threshold), and
· working tax credit with a disability element (+ income below the income threshold).
The benefits used to define a vulnerable household were first established in the national 2001 English House Condition Survey.  The qualifying benefits have altered slightly over time, with child tax credit and working tax credit being included in the vulnerability definition from April 2003.  These benefits replaced working families’ tax credit, disabled person’s tax credit and the children’s tax credit.  Pension tax credit has also been added.
The Regional Housing Pot Targeted Funding Stream 2008-11 prospectus (GLA 2008) added that, to be eligible for this funding, the household must include a child, an older person, or someone with a disability. 
Individual boroughs may also add their own eligibility criteria for assistance from these programmes.
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