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Wheelchair homes design guidelines: briefing note
The SELHP Wheelchair Design Guidelines were last updated in 2009. A further update has now been completed.

The main aim of the revisions is to provide clarity – not to add to the substance of the guidelines or to make them more onerous.

We are aware that all boroughs in SE London make increasing use of the guidelines in Planning consents.

In re-drafting the guidelines a number of proposals have been made but not all of these have been incorporated. In particular comments have been received about some apparent conflicts between the guidelines and Secured by Design. Rather than address these in the guidelines we propose to provide a separate document providing more detailed and specific advice.

The main changes to the guidelines are as follows:

Inclusion of advice about typical unit sizes that arise from following the guidelines e.g. 1 bed (2 person) 65m², etc. 
Inclusion of:  ‘Where rooms in the dwelling are combined, such as the living and dining rooms, then the minimum space requirements for the individual rooms will be required to be added together’. This has the effect of stressing previous advice in the guide – not creating a new requirement.
Adding wording (in italics) to 3.1 Car parking: One allocated parking bay is required for each wheelchair unit. 4000 x 6600mm slip resistant level surface where possible covered, height 2300. Any proposed variation needs to be negotiated and agreed with the HCA.
Adding: 2.6 Gardens and patios: should be accessible and level 

Adding 3.6 Ground floor flats It is preferable that ground floor flats be designed to be directly accessible from their own front doors rather than through communal doorways and corridors.

Revised 5.8 to: 

5.8 Private door: ensure that locking mechanism is compatible with a mechanical opener and that a suitable power supply is provided – i.e. that the front entrance doors of flats should be capable of future installation of mechanical openers.  The opening and closing force of doors must be no more than 20 Newtons at the leading edge.

5.9 Entryphone: Private front entrance door entry phones with door release to be installed with table top handsets and 2 metre cabling in living room and bedrooms and to be wall fixed in kitchen. 

Adding 8.5. Position of lift: There should be a minimum distance of 1800mm between the lift door and the top stair. The lift should not open out straight on to the stairs
Adding (in the chapter referring to kitchens) 10.11 Windows: windows above units or work surfaces to have window winders

Adding wording (in italics) to 11.26 Wash-hand basin: Shall be non pedestal, cantilever,adjustable height with flexible plumbing and splashback tiled in

advance for heights from 700mm to 1000mm. Taps must be short-lever. The basin must be suitable for family use – not the hand rinse type referred to in part M documents. Its position should not infringe the transfer space required in paras 11.7 and 11.8
On the plans that are included in the guidelines the following wording has been added: Plans are for illustration. They not intended as templates for meeting requirements and are not to scale.
There are several other relatively minor changes.
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