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Section 1:Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

Introduction

11 Opinion Research Services (ORS) was commissioned bpctileauthorities in South East
Londonto undertake acomprehensive and integrated Strategic Housing Market Assessment for
the subregion. The local authorities involved in the project are Bexlegmy, Greenwich,
Lewisham and Southwark.

12 The research was based on the analysis of 7,250 interviews conducted with housetesdb in

of the borougts in June 2007 and November 20(8e Household Survey, which primarily
underwrote the housing needs amdquirement modelling) coupled with secondary data.

Figurel
Overview of the Document Structure for the South East London Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2009
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13 This document is the one of the sgboup reports for South Easbhdon. Other sulgroup
reports include an analysis of theircumstarres and housing requiremés of people with
support needsfamilies,older persons, young peopleigrant workerskey workers the private
rented sector, intermediate housing, owner ogiers, social housing and students

14 Other documents available include:

A A report which focuses upon the key findings and potential policy conclusions of the
study;

A Atechnical appendix covering details of the fieldwork, modelling methodology and a
summary of the extensive stakeholder engagement undertaken for the study including
workshops with economic development and social care officers along with the results of
asurvey andvorkshop with private landlords
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Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

A An executive summary designed to be accessible to all;
A Individual reports for each of the five boroughs involved in the study.

Ethnic Group Summary
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The 2001 censusgentified the BME population in South East don as acounting for 28.9% of

the total population 21.9% of these could be considered as-ndvite. This proportion is lower
GKFyYy DNBFGSN [ pighthahQ¥ 36 h $R: | i/ RIe Holiséhal@Suwey s @
found 33.2% of the population to be not White British which indicates a likely rise in the BME
population of South East London. The following summary informatiéers to the household
survey.

The Hbusehold 8rvey showed thatBexley and Bromley have proportionally lower BME
populations than the remaining boroughs. Bexley and Bromley both have a proportion of at least
80%White British compared tdess than65% for Greenwighand little over half for Southwark

and Lewisham.

All other ethnic groups (with the exception of Black Caribbean) are less likely to contain
pensioners and more likely to contain children than the White British ethnic gfdoih Black

and Mixed White and Black households are more likely to consist of a lonet garethess likely

to contain an adult couple.

48% of White Other, 40% of Indian and 39% of Other Asiarseholds have annual incomes of
over £40,000 making them the highest earning ethnic groups on average. The lowest earning
are the Black ethnic groupgth over 30% having an income of £10,000 or less.

The proportion of ethnic groups who have a household member with a health problem is linked
to the relative age of that ethnic group. For example the White Irish group, which is likely to be
older, has37% of its households in this situation, compared to the far younger White Eastern
European proportion of 12%.

In terms of tenure over 60% of Mie British households are owner occupiers, 25% rent from a
social landlord and the remaining 14% rent privgténdian and Other Asian ethnic groups show

a similar profile, albeit with a higher proportion of social renting. 60% of Black and Mixed White
and Black households are in the social rented sector, while 60% of White Eastern European
households are in # private rented sector.

40% of White Eastern European households have omé/bedroom compared to only 16% of
White British, 15% of Indian and 1@%Other Asian household$he latter two groups are also
more likely to have 4 or more bedrooms with around 20% falling into this category.

The household survey found that Black African and Mixed White and Black Caribbean
households were most likely to feel they were overcrowaéth over 30% stating that they had
too few rooms.

Across the whole of South East Londmmound 126 of households had at least one serious
problem with the condition of their home. This increases3tt% of Mixed White and Black
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Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

Caribbean and 27% of Blagkican and Black Caribbean householifs] decreases ttess than
15% oflndian and Other Asian households, and 14% for White British households

114 BME households are less likely to be satisfied with their éndin@an White British households.
They are also ost likely to be dissatisfied with their home; this being the case for 10% of Mixed
White and Black Caribbean households.

115 All nonwhite BME groups are more likely to be unshltahoused that all householddhis is
especially the case for Black and Mix#fthite and Black households of whibbatween 33% and
44% are in this category.

118 Although only 6% of all households are in the backlog of housing need almost 18% of Black
African households are, and around 15% of Mixed White and Black households also.
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Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

White Irish

117 There are 13,500 White Irish households in South East London which accounts for 2.5% of the
total. These households are most likely to be found in Southwark where they make up 3.7% of
the total and least likely to be in Bexley, where they account for 1.8%.

Figure2
Distribution of White Irish Households in South East Lond&urce: South East London Household Survey ZI8)7
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118 The White Irish population are similar to the White British population in that around 30% of all
households contain all pensioners and only around 20% include children. Owing relatiee
older age of White Irish householdalthough this is not necessarily the only factdt)is not
surprising that 37% contain someone with a health probletine highest of all ethnic groups.
Als0,6.5% of White Irish households are unsuitably housed owing to at least one member of the
household having support needs.

119 Over 30% of White Irish households want to move (compared to 23% of White British), although
the majority (67%) otheseexpect to remain within the borough and only just over 20% expect
to leavesouth East.ondon. Conversely, the white Irish population are the least likely to have
recently moved and the majority of those who hayenoved within the sufsegion indicating
that this groupis longstanding within the South East London population
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Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

White Eastern European

120 At 2.5% of total households, 13,700 households are identified as Eastern European. This group
makes up almost 5% of households in Southwark, where they are most prevalent.

Figure3
Distribution of White Eastern Europeakiouseholds in South East Lond@ource: South East London Household Survey-Q807
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121 White Eastern European householtiave higher incomes on average tharost other ethnic

groups withalmost 70% earning at least £20,0@lven their relatively high income, conditions
involving allocation of social housing, and the relative youth and mobility oléte Eastern
Europeanpopulation, it is unsurprising thahey are predominantly found in the private rented
sector, with around 57% in this tenure (a significantly higher proportion than for any other
group). They are also more likely to be living in a flat (668 have only one bedroo@0%)

122 Evidence that the Wie Eastern European population is more mobile than other ethnic groups
can be seen in that around 73% have moved within the tlagte years, which is more than
double for all households; however over half of these (40%) moved with the same borough,
while only around 12% moved in from abroad to their current address.

12 Over 30% of White Eastern European households are unsuitably housed with 13% of all
households being classified as such due to overcrowding.
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