
SE London Housing Partnership Directors Group Meeting – 18th July 2008 

	Present:
	Mike Hows
	-
	London Borough of Greenwich

	
	Louise Spires
	-
	London Borough of Lewisham

	
	David Gibson
	-
	London Borough of Bromley

	
	Dave Shiress (minutes)
	-
	Co-ordinator

	
	Angela Williams-Brown
	-
	Chislehurst & Sidcup HA (for Bromley Fed.)

	
	Rachel Sharpe
	-
	London Borough of Southwark

	
	Alison Breese 
	-
	Gallions (for Bexley HAs)

	
	John Schofield
	-
	FamilyMosaic (for Southwark HAs)

	
	Maureen Holkham
	-
	London Borough of Bexley

	
	Sheila Goss
	-
	Gallions (for Greenwich HAs)

	
	Ann Lander
	-
	Hyde (for Lewisham HAs)

	
	Kirsten Firth
	-
	Private Sector Projects Co-ordinator

	Apologies
	Chris Smith
	-
	Housing Corporation


	1.0
	Minutes & Matters Arising
	Action

	
	There are a few discrepancies between the review of which National Indicators boroughs have adopted and the version reported by CLG. These to be reconciled and amended version put on the website.
	DS

	
	Shared equity paper still due to be expanded. 
	DS

	
	Dave and John to discuss and pursue issue of service charges.
	DS

	
	Continuing borough frustration about information sharing with Housing Corporation – highlighted recently by Presentation.
	

	
	Boroughs are to provide information on their training provision and requirements for Community Safety and Anti Social Behaviour
	LAs

	
	Emma Peters (HCA) to be invited to next meeting
	DS

	
	Officers involved in recently announced CLG funded Southwark and Greenwich Homelessness Trailblazer schemes to be invited for start of next meeting. Aim to share information and explore opportunities for sub regional working.
	DS

	
	
	

	2.0
	Alan Benson (GLA)
	

	
	There will be significant policy shifts as a result of the new Mayoralty, but not a scorched earth approach. There will be a degree of building on what has gone before, where the new Mayor thinks this was successful. However, there will be significant changes in ways of working, particularly the desire to be seen to work with, and not against, boroughs.  
	

	
	The new draft Mayor’s Housing Strategy should be produced in November, in time to influence work of HCA.ousing Staretgy 
	   

	
	There will be an increased focus on design  - in particular architectural quality 
	

	
	There will be a policy shift in priorities away from social rented to intermediate  homes - to promote more home ownership.  
	

	
	The new Mayor is interested in seeing how the Private Rented Sector could work better.
	

	
	An early test of the City Charter (on both sides) will be how any lack of borough consensus on capital Moves is dealt with
	

	
	
	

	3.0
	Targeted Funding Stream
	

	
	Outline bid for composite sub regional bid (private sector decent homes, empty homes, extensions and de-conversions) approved including additional paper on extensions element. The following were suggested for inclusion: highlighting connection with any national priorities for children and improved housing e.g. expressed as national indicators, links to Conservation Officer grants, role of Energy Performance Certificates, cross reference 9and support for ) Broomleigh HA bid for extensions. 
	  KF


	
	Grant per unit in Settled Homes Initiative bid to be increased to £55,000
	DG/DS

	
	Land supply proposal to be worked up with RSL partners. Expression of interest bid to LDA to be made if possible and practical.
	DS

	
	
	

	4.0
	Co-ordinators Report
	

	
	Concerns about impact of Buy to Let in Bexley are growing. Greenwich report to be circulated. BtL meeting set for September will focus on implications of current housing market situation.
	DS/MH

	
	The draft BME statement was approved. To be used as the basis for further consultation.
	LAs/DS

	
	It was confirmed that Housing Market Assessments are a key precursor of new Local Development Frameworks.
	

	
	Inter borough nomination arrangements give a basis for ensuring that any reciprocity involved in a inter borough Domestic Violence Protocol can be achieved. A protocol may need to include asylum seekers and people with refugee status.
	

	
	
	

	5.0
	Member meeting, September 17th – 2pm
	

	
	Next meeting to be used as a ‘Empty Homes Special’ – combining review of good practice and techniques for bringing homes back into use with engaging Members about targeting listed or most dilapidated properties. Members other than Housing Members can be invited. If necessary a larger venue than the Cotton Centre meeting room will be found.
	

	
	
	

	6.0
	Co-ordinator’s Work Plan
	

	
	Any comments to be sent to Rachel and Dave by Aug 1st.
	

	
	
	

	7.0
	Capital Moves
	

	
	A further paper may go back to Leaders Committee in September.
	

	
	Dave to continue with options/discussion paper based on using existing sub regional arrangements.
	DS

	
	
	

	8.0
	Protocol for Use of the Private Rented Sector
	

	
	The protocol was agreed.
	

	
	
	

	9.0
	Budget
	

	
	It was agreed to go ahead with the homelessness mystery shopping exercise and to allocate £20,000 to the Under Occupation project.
	

	
	
	

	10.0
	Next  Meeting  Sept 19th, Lewisham (then Nov. 21st, Bexley)
	



