SELHP Private Sector Housing Meeting

Thursday 20th November, 1.30 – 4.00pm
at LB Bexley, Room 302, Wyncham House, Longlands Road, Sidcup  

MINUTES
	1.
	Present:

Dianne Blazer, LB Bexley; Kevin Murphy, LB Bexley; Martin Parsons, LB Bromley; Ros Gill, LB Greenwich; Janice Chard, LB Greenwich; Tony Mottram, LB Lewisham; Pat O’Reilly, LB Southwark; Sheryl Charles, LB Southwark;  Kirsten Firth, SELHP; Dave Shiress, SELHP
Apologies: Jessica Binks, LB Southwark
	Action

	2.
	Minutes of meeting Thursday 18th September 2008 and matters arising

· SELHP funding bid – update – The LDA has told us that announcements on the sub-regional funding will not be made until February 2009 – they had been expected in November.
· Energy Performance Certificates – the guide for tenants was not yet available on the CLG website.
	

	3
	Future funding for handypersons schemes
· CLG has announced funding for expansion of existing handyperson schemes of £50k for Bromley and £75k for each remaining borough.  Bids have to be in by 31st Dec but the bidding process is not onerous.

In addition there is the potential to bid for an Enhanced Handyperson Scheme.  There was discussion of a possible joint sub-regional scheme.  One possibility was a subscription service for able-to-pay clients.  This could be extended across tenures, including HA tenants.  Funding could be used to set up a central contact point while keeping delivery local.  This would be particularly useful for hospital discharge clients.

It was agreed to set up a meeting in early December to develop a sub-regional bid for the enhanced handyperson service.  
· GLA sub-regional funding – there is still doubt over whether the GLA will agree to continue sub-regional funding of handyperson schemes.  In addition, the delay in announcing funding until February 09 creates problems for continuity of the services. Therefore SELHP proposed two actions:

· Setting aside TFS funding of £25,000 per borough to cover the Handyperson service for April – June 2009, to ensure continuity of service
· Moving towards a tighter focus on Decent Homes outcomes in Handyperson services funded from TFS, in order to justify a further £25,000 per borough contribution from SELHP in 09-10.

Both these proposals were agreed.  
	Ros,

Kirsten

Kirsten

	4
	Rugg review of Private Rented Sector
There was a discussion of the Rugg review of the PRS.  On licensing of landlords, views were:
· We are in favour of anything that will assist in improving the standard of management and properties

· However, it would be more difficult to engage small landlords in this way than larger landlords who are already engaged in voluntary accreditation schemes.

· Government needs to develop the detail of how the licensing scheme will help to tackle poor management and quality in PRS, and how it links to the housing justice framework

· The licensing scheme could be developed to include training and accreditation.  There should be links with the requirements for Home Information Packs, Energy Performance Certificates, and other certification.  Councils should be able to tap into the licensing data to ensure landlords have up to date information.

· Going on the experience of the rent deposit schemes, it was likely that licensing would take a long time to bed in.

On incentives for landlords to rent to low income households:

· It would be helpful for the government to look at the current range of incentives that councils and RSLs offer to landlords, and which ones are the most effective.

· There are continuing concerns about the poverty trap of high rents making PRS tenancies for low-income households unsustainable.
SELHP will meet with CLG officers on 25th Nov and will convey the views of the group to CLG.
	Kirsten

	5.
	Thermal comfort scheme procurement – update
Good progress was being made on the procurement.  Invitations to tender have been sent to 10 companies that expressed interest, and tender evaluation will take place on 4th Dec.  
The procurement process had highlighted that SELHP boroughs do not have a consortium agreement in place – this would facilitate joint procurement in future.  Sheryl will ask all boroughs to sign a consortium agreement.

An extra £70k has been identified for Coldbusters in 2008-9 and Southwark has now agreed the extension of the contract.  This amounts to around £14k per borough, which will be for emergency cases only.  Referrals will be made direct from boroughs to CEN.  CEN needs to provide their turnaround time for emergency cases.  

Boroughs could use Handyperson Plus funding to cover cases where there is no central heating, when this funding runs out.
	Martin

Sheryl

Kirsten

	6
	Review of 2008/9 programme and reconciliation for 2006/8
Provisional figures for Q2 2008-9 were received.
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	Stock condition modelling 
The group reviewed the proposal from BRE for modelling stock condition in the private rented sector.  The following points were made:

· The recent Southwark stock condition survey could be used as a control to validate the modelling

· The Housing Market Assessment provided information about recent tenure changes which could add to the data 

· The additional work on National Indicator 187 on fuel poverty did not provide what the NI requires - therefore probably not worth pursuing

· Is it possible for the modelling to compare the old fitness standard and the HHSRS

· The final report should provide an easy to read summary and should compare the current situation with the previous BRE modelling.
All boroughs were in favour of proceeding with the modelling, but not the NI187 add-on or the database.
Kirsten will pursue the queries with BRE and the SELHP strategy group will also be consulted.
	Kirsten

Dave

	8.
	SELHP Conference Dec 2008
Julie Rugg will be speaking at the conference.  Greenwich will provide a handyperson display.  
	

	9.
	Private sector coordinator work programme
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	Any other business

Richard informed the group of Greenwich’s pilot of a hygrometer to monitor humidity for vulnerable people.  He will bring a sample to the next meeting.
	Richard

	11
	Date and items for next meeting 

· Thursday 15th January – LB Bromley
	


