
SE London Housing Partnership Directors Group Meeting – July 26th 2010
	Present:
	Gill Ackrill
	-
	London Borough of Greenwich

	
	David Gibson
	-
	London Borough of Bromley

	
	Inez Hough
	-
	HCA

	
	Darren Welsh
	-
	London Borough of Southwark

	
	Dave Shiress (minutes)
	-
	SELHP Co-ordinator

	
	Maureen Holkham
	-
	London Borough of Bexley

	
	Jane Richardson (Chair)
	-
	London Borough of Bexley

	
	Kirsten Firth
	-
	SELHP

	
	Tony Mottram
	-
	London Borough of Lewisham

	
	Sheila Goss
	-
	Gallions (for Greenwich HAs)

	
	Alison Breese
	-
	Gallions HA (for Bexley HAs)

	Apologies
	John Schofield
	-
	SELHAG

	
	Mark Baigent
	-
	London Borough of Greenwich

	
	Genevieve Macklin
	-
	London Borough of Lewisham

	
	Meera Bedi
	-
	H4W (for Lewisham HAs)

	
	Steve Joyce
	-
	S&LDHA (for Southwark HAs)

	
	Angela Williams-Brown
	-
	Chis & Sid HA (for Bromley HAs)


	1.0
	Minutes & Matters Arising
	Action

	
	Dave has asked London Councils for details of Capital Moves money it holds.
	

	2.0
	SELHP Budget 2011-14
Further options to be set out a.s.a.p. including detailing what SELHP services would or would not be included. Options to include reference to any potential carry over from 2010-11.

· a preference was expressed for options that do not involve an increase in contributions (Option 4 is therefore no longer the preferred option) and for utilising Targeted Funding Stream for eligible costs.

· it was suggested by DS and KF that unallocated empty homes funding could be used in 2010-11 to fund an empty homes officer in each borough.

· At least one borough may still only be able to give in principle agreement in September.
	DS


	3.0
	Handypersons
The view of the group remains that public subsidy for continuation of handyperson services to vulnerable households is unlikely to be forthcoming in 2011-12 and that sustaining handyperson services may depend on their ability to be self sufficient – i.e. producing enough income through charging to cover their costs.

· Information (research material) about savings that handypersons schemes deliver to PCTs to be shared.
· A report to be drafted for boroughs to use in planning for the future of their handyperson schemes

· ‘Next steps’ from previous meeting to be continued and included in report for boroughs

· Sounding out of RSL interest in purchasing handyperson services to be pursued.
	KF

KF

KF

DS


	4.0
	Members
Deadline for comments on strategy document was July 26th. Members to be invited to say if it is erroneous to assume that they have therefore endorsed the document. 
Richard Blakeway has been invited to their next meeting – 3pm Sept 23rd.
	DS

	5.0
	RE:NEW bid
The bid was approved but it was noted that different options for procurement still exist – i.e. all boroughs will not necessarily procure the same contractor.
	

	6.0
	Intermediate Housing Strategy 2010-14
Decision on whether to adopt the new strategy to be deferred. Further comments to be provided. 2006-10 intermediate housing strategy still applies in the meantime.

It was noted that the draft strategy’s focus was new supply of intermediate housing, also that the Comprehensive Spending Review could result in the emergence of different products.
Further detail to be provided about section 7 of the draft report – i.e. about ethnicity of applicants.
	All.
DS



	7.0
	SELHP Conference 2010
It was agreed that we should go ahead with a conference in late November/early December. Preferably at Lewisham Civic Suite again and that minister should be invited and if necessary the date fixed according to his availability.
	DS/GM

	8.0
	Inter borough nominations 
Agreed that current LA build programmes are not to be included in the calculations for nominations arising from 2009-10 NAHP. (The protocol refers to NAHP funded schemes and the LA new build pilot was outside the NAHP). Directors group will consider the issue afresh should future allocations of funding for LA new build be within the NAHP.
	

	9.0
	SELHP update
· An interim report to be produced about the Social Housing Fraud Initiative – based on figures up to end of Q1. To be forwarded to Members.
· The next social Housing Fraud Board meeting will include input from solicitors and will address the issue of whether any action can be taken against lettings agents.
	

	10.0
	‘Gangs protocol’
It was agreed that the current version, though interim and subject to further revision, is currently adopted – i.e. is the basis for how boroughs operate.
	

	11.0
	HCA update
· London Devolved Delivery letter is due this week.
· GLA will seek comments on a draft framework for Devolved Delivery.

· Forecasting for 2010-11 NAHP looks OK at present but HCA will be keen to boost in year completions.

· LA Directors to have round table session in order to develop borough views on Devolved Delivery.
	

	12.0
	Next meeting
Sept 17th, 10am – Bromley. This date does not appear to clash with the date of the London Councils Directors meeting.
Dates and venues for all future meetings in 2010 can be found on the Meetings page of the SELHP website.
	



