South East London Housing Partnership

Notes of Training Forum Meeting 

May 11th 2006

Present:

Judith Bousquet

London Borough of Lewisham

Paula Hart


London Borough of Southwark

Sharon Scott


London Borough of Bromley

Lydia Lewinson

London Borough of Bromley

Stephen Heatley

London Borough of Bexley

Sue Pearce


London Borough of Greenwich

Dave Shiress


SELHP Co-ordinator

Apologies:

Ronni Laurie


London Borough of Bexley

Hilary Evans


London Borough of Bromley

Clare Ryan


London Borough of Lewisham

Marie Stevens

MHT

Barrie Smith


L&Q

Some general comments and conclusions…

· Some housing training topics relate to local procedures and may of limited relevance to shared provision

· Some softer training such as interviewing skills may be more relevant

· There is no longer Prinz 2 training in Southwark. It is being considered in Bromley. Greenwich use a trainer who adapts principles of Prinz 2 for project management training.

Actions

1. Collate information on actual and planned training that is taking place at sub regional level (i.e. mainly organised through SELHP sub groups). Dave.
2. Pursue further learning and development opportunities, e.g. through workshops, via SELHP Homelessness Co-ordinator (Eleanor Ward) on behalf of SELHP Homelessness Group e.g. 

· Homelessness Code of Guidance

· Mortgage Arrears

· Debt Counselling

· “McKenzie friends” (intervention at Court to prevent evictions)

· Extend beyond homelessness topics to include ‘housing options’

Eleanor, SELHP Homelessness Sub Group, Dave.

3. Learning and development through conference or seminar type formats. Establish level of interest in Housing Management type topics such as rent arrears, managing voids etc. by raising with SELHP Directors Group. Dave.
4. Use sub regional groups to cascade training beyond usual LA staff All.
5. Pilot commissioning 2 training sessions at sub regional level – Human Rights Act and Housing Law Update. Use trainers that currently provide sessions for Southwark – thereby eliminating any development type cost. Arrange suitable venue (Lewisham Civic Suite?) some time in September. Divide cost evenly – per attendee – but start with assumption of at least 3 per LA. Use SELHP budget to underwrite. Dave, Paula.
6. Go ahead with offer from SE London Health Protection Unit to provide training about TB for frontline housing staff. Details to be circulated via SELHP groups, training managers and HAs once date and venue confirmed. Dave.
7. Continue to update information about existing provision and its costs and quality and to exchange information on a bi-lateral basis using the following emails addresses. Training managers.
paula.hart@southwark.gov.uk
judith.bousquet@lewisham.gov.uk
sue.pearce@greenwich.gov.uk
sharon.scott@bromley.gov.uk
ronni.laurie@bexley.gov.uk
